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The success of recent experiments inJ the navigatioan

Sthe air, created a rpidly increasing an wiespread

interest in the subject.

,ypotheticaI questions based on the possible mastery

of this drem of the ages need no longer be regarded as the

vagaries of an idle min, but may justly claim to be regar-

ded as food for thout ad discussion in reparation for

the rapid ad successful solution of the many contin~ ent

problems of legislation n d rov ision for public comfort

widi will immediately follow the extension of the use of

flying machines beyond. the band of scientific investigators.

Such an hy-pothetical question your orators propose as fol-

lows.

Assuming that within the lifetime of the present gen-

eration progress in aeronautics has proceeded to such an

extent that sustained motive power sad dirigibility are prac-

tically assured, except when unforeseen weather conditions

destroy all dependence upon known methods aid systems: Assum-

ing also that knowledge of meteorological conditions has

made a decided step in advance until a certain amount of

precision can be incorporated into charts of the upper cur-

rents of the atmosphere: Assuming that these'conditions af-

fording comparative safety in navigation of the air have

removed'excessive terror and risk connected with its exer-
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cise: ssuming, further, a body of men with ample financial

resources desirous of promoting in a broad and dignified

manner, both t e popularity s=dd perfection of this means of

locomotion; what means could such a body of men take to

best further their purpose?

By preparing a place iwhich shall provide a common meet-

ing ground for the scientific experimenter , the financial

patron and the p ractical enthusiast.

Considerations arising in the nature of the one inter-

est conmmon to all furnish the most potent factor in the

choice of a suitable location, but scarcely inferior in im-

portance is the necessity of providing for the comfort and

recreation of these three classes of persons.

To VroYiJe suitable grounds for experimental flights,
a space is required of unusual dimensions, free from ob-

structions of any sort.

This space is found in imagination in this table land

among the mountains.

-Iith its broad bosom open to the skies above, with
the break in the mountains to the south and the somewhat ab-

rupt though not precipitous slope to the valley below, it

presents the conditions required for a safe landing place

for airships of even maximum dimensions. At its northern

end will be located aerodromes of differing dimensions as

well as shops for storage of parts and repairs.
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To the west, adjoining this plain is a LZ0

ridge effectually protecting it from the encroachment of

the glacial lake beyond. The presence of this lake amid

the mountains proclaims at once the wisdom of the choice of

this spot for the entertainment of the hosts of admirers of

this new Art,

Luxuriously housed in a hotel of superior dimensions

and superlative equipment with the prospect of the utmost

grandeur of Alpine scenery on the one hand and the most novel

of human interests on the other, the busiest man of affairs

can forget the city's heat and burden from which his escape

has been so quickly accomplished.

For himself and for his family every variety of recrea-

tion is furnished to mnae a stay of days or weeks or months

pleasurable. The boat houses upon the lake on one side and

the theatre upon its other shore suggest the extremes of in-

terest possible at this favored spot.

Upon the sunny slope on the mountain to the north,

the opportunity is presented for favorable disposition of

detached establishments to be occupied by season visitors

or life members of the directorate. In picturesque variety

these villas provide exclusive domains for those who pre-

fer the seclusion of private places to hotel life. At the

same time they afford the same variety of view and easy ac-

cess to all the interests that are centred about the main
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establishment. Upon the peak to the northwest the scien-

tific observatory with its corps of experts, renders valua-

ble assistance, to the cause of science at large and to

aeronauts in particular.

With its wireless apparatus it establishes direct

communication ith the world in the plains below besides

accumulating a mass of valuable data having direct bearing

upon the conditions and results of experiments,in aviation

which should contribute definitely toward bringing about

the desired perfection of method. On the opposite side of

the lake the more gentle slope suggests the opportunity for

a more compact group of houses of moderate dimensions, of

the bungalow type.

This group is intended. for those families, not neces-

sarily of less rneans than those occupying the villas upon

the northern slope, who for any reason refer to escape the

task of maintaining large establishmrents and yet are disin-

dlined to hotel life for a long season.

These detached houses are arranged about a central

community kitchen and dining room. Each is so located as

to be within easy walk-ing distance of the central hall, at

the same time possessing a separate entrance drive, as well

as an extended view, combining the comfort of association

with moderate seclusion.

The terminus of the railroad is in the village in

the valley below.

In this village are arcades of exclusive shops and



(5)

markets, club houses for the men employed by the villa

residents, cburches, school houses and dwellings for the

permanent residents and caretakers of the entire property.

lrriving by automobile or railroad at the village, the

visitor has the choice of proceeding by a gradually ascending

automobile road to the level of the divide upon which the

hotel and its dependencies is placed, or he may proceed by

funicular railway directly to the spur of the aerodrome

plateau whereon is the railway station.

Inns, garages and restaurants form a group of build-

ings around. this extremity of the gr iv . plateau Th, ch is

surrounded by a broad avenue of drives, walks and trees with

occasionoal breaks opening up extended vistas over the moun-

tain side below.

The architect,Arc ^the hotel and its dependencies, the

theatre by the shore, the library, uildin for recreation,

amusement arnd instruction has b'een chosen with respect to

its environmen in the fastnesses ,of the mountains.

Broad esplanades, frequent gardrens, terraces for

promenade and out-of-door restau'rant service nd rusic oreate

the noie of formal human interest reflected and enhanced

by the s rround.ing beauties of nature.
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